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(2) The Four Evil Karma of Speech
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The Four Evil Karma of Speech are like knives
Each cut draws blood and harms others
The first Evil Karma of Speech is abusive language
Harsh and insulting words are most unbearable
And they hurt like needles
Some blame heaven and earth and curse the spirits,
Berate sages, and falsely accuse the kind-hearted
i They have no sense of propriety

They scold, detame, shame, and hurt others

They offend and intimidate others, wounding many

The second Evil Karma of Speech is lying
When words lack truth and sincerity, we lie
We deceive ourselves along with others
We create something out of nothing just for fun
Lying about our accomplishments misleads others
Pretending to know something distorts the truth
Lies are most troubling

Piercing delusions to reveal truth is wonderful

The third Evil Karma of Speech is flattery

Those words are agreeable and beautiful



Like opium coated in sugar,

We know it is poisonous but we find it pleasing
The exaggerations may be written down
Those fawning words may be whispered in our ear
Evil may be disquised in a song of praise

Lies delude the senses, and create endless disaster

The fourth Evil Karma of Speech is gossip
Gossip can lead to all wrongdoings 37
We praise someone to their face,
While defaming them behind their back
Thus we offer false praise,
Creating divisions between people
And alienating loved ones

Gossip can give rise to many conflicts and

Cause turmoil in society. It is most undesirable




